
Primary Source Packet: The Underground
Railroad in Vermont
Teacher’s Guide

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
The Underground Railroad was active in Vermont, sheltering people who escaped from slavery and
helping many of them relocate to Canada. But there are many myths about it and it is important for
students to distinguish the reality from the myths. Vermont was far away from Southern slaveowners and
enslaved people who had escaped were safer from pursuit and harm. Letters from Rokeby Museum, the
best-documented Underground Railroad site in Vermont, and others reveal that escaped slaves lived and
worked in the open. Many Vermonters, including women from Norwich, provided material assistance like
money and clothing to these refugees. It is also important for students to understand that enslaved people
who had escaped acted with agency to free themselves, and most eventually made new lives for
themselves in the North or in Canada.

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS

● Slavery existed in the North and was central to the development and growth of the northern
economies.

● Slavery was an institution designed to create profit for enslavers. Enslaved people were viewed
as property and provided their masters with great wealth.

● Systemic racism is a foundation of American society. Throughout history Black Vermonters have
faced bias and discrimination, and this is still true today.

● After slavery, freed people worked to maintain their cultural traditions and create new futures for
their families. Stories of enslaved people live on through their descendants.

TEACHING IDEAS
Ask students what comes to mind when they think about the Underground Railroad. Creating a KWL chart
could be a good place to begin.

Then have them examine two documents that describe the experiences of enslaved people who had
escaped to Vermont. The letters from Oliver Johnson and Chauncey Knapp will probably contradict their
prior knowledge. These worksheets (Johnson; Knapp) can help your students analyze the letters, and you
could create a brief writing task around them. This brief and accessible article provides good background
information: “The Road to Freedom”

The story of Jesse, who escaped from North Carolina and lived at Rokeby in Ferrisburgh, Vermont, shows
that he was “out of reach” of his former master. It also reveals Jesse to be a strong-willed person who not
only escaped but was willing to confront and challenge his former owner. You might find other documents
in the Rokeby packet useful that highlight additional aspects of the Underground Railroad in Vermont.

http://rokeby.org/
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Oliver-Johnson-letter.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Chauncey-Knapp-letter-1838.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Oliver-Johnson-Letter-Worksheet.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Chauncey-Knapp-Letter-Worksheet.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/The-Road-to-Freedom.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Jesse-letters-Rokeby.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Rokeby-and-the-Underground-Railroad.pdf


The Norwich Female Abolition Society formed in the 1840s to discuss antislavery and provide material
support to refugees from slavery. An excerpt from the NFAS record book (and worksheet) demonstrates
how these women took a stand and acted on their beliefs.

An 1861 census page from Chatham, Ontario (transcribed with worksheet), and accompanying
photograph, help students see how those who had escaped made new lives for themselves as free
people in Canada. Philip Younger is listed on the census page. His slave narrative describes his life while
enslaved, his path to freedom (which included living in the free states and later moving to Canada after
the passage of the Fugitive Slave Act), and his feelings about his new life.   In examining and analyzing
these sources, students can describe what this community of free people was like.

PRIMARY SOURCES
Oliver Johnson letter to Rowland T. Robinson, 1837
Chauncey Knapp letter, 1838
Jesse letters (from the packet “Rokeby and the Underground Railroad,” Rokeby Museum)
Norwich Female Abolition Society record—support for fugitive slaves
1861 census page, Chatham, Ontario (original and transcription, worksheet)
Philip Younger’s slave narrative
Free Black family in front of their house in Ontario

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
Rokeby Museum, in Ferrisburgh, Vermont, is the best-documented Underground Railroad site in the
state. In addition to hosting exhibits and events, Rokeby’s website offers various educational resources:
http://rokeby.org/. This Rokeby and the Underground Railroad educational packet contains many good
primary sources with context and activities (it is not currently available on the website).

The teaching packet from the Vermont Historical Society called “Yours in the Cause of the Slave” contains
a few items from Rokeby but additional materials.

Friends of Freedom is a comprehensive study of purported Underground Railroad sites throughout
Vermont. Deeply researched, it remains the go-to source when you want to know the myths and realities
of the UGRR in your town, and around Vermont.

The National Underground Railroad Freedom Center offers lesson plans and activities for all grade levels,
and visually impressive online exhibits.

Network to Freedom, a project of the National Park Service, has identified over 600 verifiable
Underground Railroad sites around the US. This website contains state-by-state links to the websites of
many of these places throughout the country.

Flight, Freedom, and Foundation is an online exhibit by the Archives of Ontario telling the stories of
fugitives who settled in Ontario. It’s an important part of the Underground Railroad story.

https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Norwich-Femal-Abolition-Society-Garnet.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Norwich-Female-Abolition-Society-worksheet.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Chatham-Census-1861-sized.pdf
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/black_history/big/big_16_essex_county.aspx
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/PHILIP-YOUNGER.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Oliver-Johnson-letter.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Chauncey-Knapp-letter-1838.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Jesse-letters-Rokeby.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Norwich-Femal-Abolition-Society-Garnet.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Chatham-Census-1861.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/PHILIP-YOUNGER.pdf
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/black_history/big/big_16_essex_county.aspx
http://rokeby.org/
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Rokeby-and-the-Underground-Railroad.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Underground-Railroad-Document-Packet-VHS.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Friends-of-Freedom-Zirblis.pdf
https://freedomcenter.org/learn/online-learning-resources/online-exhibits/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/undergroundrailroad/visit.htm
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/explore/online/black_history/index.aspx


Jenner Township, Somerset Co. Pa 
Jan. 27, 1837 

 
Oliver Johnson to Rowland T. Robinson, Rokeby, Ferrisburgh, Vermont 
 
My Dear Friend, 
 I have not forgotten my promise to write you.... I am induced to write you at this 
time, on account of circumstances which I shall proceed without further introduction, to 
communicate. If you will look a map of the U.S...you will perceive that this county lies 
very near Maryland. I am now, perhaps, 30 miles from the line. There are in this region at 
all times no small number of runaway slaves, but they are generally caught unless they 
proceed farther north. I saw yesterday, in this township a stout man who ran away from 
Maryland. He is 28 years old, and appeared to me to be an honest, likely man. He says he 
was sold with several others to a soul-driver for $1,000; consequently he must have been 
considered very valuable. When he came here (some time in December I think it was) he 
was destitute of decent clothing, and unable to proceed, as he intended when he left 
Maryland, to Canada. A man in this place by the name of William C. Griffith, the son of 
a Friend, who has often rendered assistance to runaways, kindly offered to keep him until 
spring. A reward of $200 has been offered for his apprehension, and it is not considered 
safe for him to remain here after winter has gone by, as search will no doubt be made for 
him. I was so well pleased with his appearance, and with the account given of him by 
Griffith, that I could not help thinking he would be a good man for you to hire. Mr. 
Griffith says he is of a kind disposition, and knows how to do all most kinds of farm 
work. He is used to the neighborhood where he lived, in Maryland, at mowing, cradling, 
or pitching. He has intended going to Canada in the spring, but says he would prefer to 
stay in the U.S., if he could be safe. I have no doubt he would be perfectly safe with you. 
Would you not like to have him go to you in the spring? I fear that, if he goes to Canada, 
he may fall into bad company; but if he is under your guardianship, I think he may 
become a useful man. The project struck my own mind so pleasantly that I resolved to 
write you on the subject. It will be a great way for him to walk, but not worse than going 
to Canada. He can be furnished with the names of abolitionists on whom to call upon the 
way, and I think may reach Vermont in safety. I wish you would think of the case and 
write me your conclusions. If you say, “let him come” I will endeavor to make the best 
possible arrangements in regard to the journey.... 
 
    I am yours affectionately, 
      Oliver Johnson 
 
R.T. Robinson 
 
Courtesy of Rokeby Museum 



 

 
 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS WORKSHEET 

Primary Source: Oliver Johnson letter to Rowland T. Robinson, January 27, 1837  

 

1. Why is Oliver Johnson writing to Rowland Robinson?  

 

 

 

2. Where was Johnson writing from, and why was it a dangerous place for the man Johnson is describing?  

 

 

 

3. Why does Johnson want to send this man to Robinson?  

 

 

 

4. What do you think the man’s life will be like if he goes to Vermont?  

 

 

 

5. How does this letter change your understanding of the Underground Railroad in Vermont?  

 



Letter: Chauncey Knapp to Mason Anthony, 1838 

  

Montpelier, Vt., Aug. 20, 1838 

Dear Friend, 

I write to inform you that the lad who is indebted to your and your father’s great kindness for a safe arrival 

at my friend R.T. Robinson’s, is now sitting in my office in the State House. He wishes, first of all to return 

to yourself and your father’s family ten thousand thanks for the generous assistance afforded him in his 

extremity. Providentially, I arrived at friend Robinson’s only an hour after your departure; and on Saturday 

last took the lad (now Charles) and brought him on to Montpelier, a distance of 43 miles. By my friend 

Robinson’s earnest request I have assumed the office of guardian to Charles. Having no family myself, I 

have found a home for him for the present in an excellent family a mile from this village, when, I doubt 

not, he will be received as becometh abolitionists. He will enjoy the best religious instruction on the 

Sabbath in the Sanctuary and in the Sabbath School, and no opportunity will be lost to afford him suitable 

elementary instruction to prepare him to take his place in a day school. If he should make such proficiency 

as I have reason to hope, it is my purpose to place him in a good family, ere long, as an apprentice to the art 

of printing. 

Yours in the cause of the slave 

C.L. Knapp 

 

Alan
Vermont Historical Society

Alan



 
 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS WORKSHEET 

Primary Source: Chauncey Knapp letter to Mason Anthony, August 20, 1838 

From Wikipedia: Chauncey Langdon Knapp was born in Berlin, Vermont, February 26, 1809. He was trained as 
a printer, and became a newspaperman in Montpelier. For a number of years, he was co-proprietor and editor of 
the State Journal...newspaper. Interested in politics, he served as Secretary of State of Vermont from 1836-
1843.  
 
 

1. When was this letter written?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Where was Chauncey Knapp when he wrote this letter?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Who is Charles, and what plans does Knapp have for him?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How does this letter change your understanding of the Underground Railroad in Vermont? 

 





THE ROAD TO
FREEDOM: THE
UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD IN
VERMONT
By RAy ZIRBLIS

OnJune to, 1843 Jane Hicks, a Bennington
farm girl, wrote to her sister Eliza in Manchester:

My dear Sistel;
It rains velY !Jard bere . ... IWI/S

intc1Tupted last evening by (f loud rap
fit the door . ... A gentlewan came
ill find saidyOIl would 1lot tll171 (f
man ollt ofdoors .fllch II lIigbt as this.
Fatber told hilJ/110 .... If was M1:
Vim HOllsen 10fth a bInc/o: U1au, his
wife, flud three children, escaping
fro'/ll slavelY .... They stayed lI11til
1JJorningwhell Hem) went {lnd
crnTied [took] them to Ml: BottwlI:r
.... Please bU171 this flS SOOl1 as you
rend itYOllne/f Let 110 one see it.

Because Eliza did not destroy the letter we
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TilE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
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.r.ae la, • IIeKJ'O "o..n FOR-
BEfjT. 8Ite at ..S 1-=_,..0.", ehaak,
IMIIt,I.rrpoutla vutb,guod teeth, high
cilledl "alau pigwa_t4Wd. inlo....
Iii«I"I.S' a dtreet .""er "hcn
her ..nllCr ." _peaking i. rather gr.....
8a.e h•• a hu....nd U"Ia.... oa Capitol

UIII, W.tIlIDlftOD City, ••ear Shu.' old "life,,"11., ua-..:llI HeldOl. Forrut. 1,,11I gl"e
the aN",e re"ard. ••0 lIIaUer where ••ken, IfO
I pt J.er ...-1•.

O711nus of0 nwtrWoy sltrves oftm offertd rt'lL,tlTds for the
nturn oftheir "Jm1P"'J. "

of slavery, answered that" othing shorr of a
bill for sale from God Almighty" would do.
Not all slaves who came to Vermont went

to Canada. Some stayed here, and we know
more about them. Pompey Vanderburgh! was
born a slave in New York State in 1792. lie
was bought and sold many times. In 1816,
1 Many owners named their slaves after people frolll
ancient times. Pompey was a famous Roman gCllenll.
Slaves' last namcs werc the same as their OWIlCrs'.

!
1
J

still have this description of a stopover in
Vermont on the road to freedom called the
Underground Railroad. Such information is
hard to find because the Underground Railroad
was secret. Many slaves were trying to escape
to Canada, where slavery was oudawed in 1834.
Quite a few came through Vennont.
There is very little proof of where runaways

stayed and who helped them. This is because it
was against the law for slaves to try to escape
and against the law for people to help them.
Mr. Hicks might have been fined or sent to jail
for giving shelter to this family. If the slaves
had been caught, they would have been sent
back to their owners and maybe painfully
punished. So we don't really know how many
c:.lme or how many others helped them on their
way. We do know thnt there are lots of stories
of hiding places in houses on the way north and
thnt Vermonters ;1re very proud of their part in
the Underground Railroad.

Vermont's constitution was written in 1777.
It was the first in the country to forbid slavery.
New York State did not abolish ' slavery until
the 1820s, so until then, escaping New York
slaves headed for Vermont. In 1807 a New
Yorker asked Judge Theosopholus Harrington
what proof of ownership he would need to get
his slave back. The judge, who did not approve

, Abolish means to do away with. Peoplc who wantcd 10
abolish slavery were <-"ailed abolitionists.

10
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THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

Rowland lfIul Racbel Robinson bOllsedfugitive slaves Iff tbeir
bome, Rokeby, in N011b Ferrislmrgb. Some went from there to
Conndfl. Otbers sfflyed on ff1ulmnde new lives in Ve17110I/t.

when he was 24 years old, he was owned by a
mall in I loosick Corners, New York, right ne<lr
the Vermont border. Ilis owner W<lS abollt to
trade Pompey for a horse. Pompey escaped to
Bennington. T'hcre he settled, just miles from
his former home. lie m:lrried and had nine
sons. When he died in J883, he was the oldest
living man in Bennington. The whole town
mourned him.
The Underground Railroad began in the

South, where most of the slaves were. i\1any
slaves traveled a long way to freedom. Often
they left their families behind. On the way they
slept in barns and fields. They were sometimes
sheltered by abolitionists. They were always in
danger. By the 1830s Rowland T. Robinson and
his wife, Rachel, were sheltering fugitivesJ at
Rokeby, their sheep farm in Ferrisburgh. They
, A fUbritive is someone who is running away.

12
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never tried to hide their guests because they
believed that what they were doing was right.
In 1837 they got a letter from Oliver Johnson,
a Vermonter who was traveling in Pennsylva-
nia, telling them aOOm Simon:

He is vcry h"lIStWOPThy, ofkind
disposition, and Jmrrt.lJs h011J to do
almost fill kinds offa1711 work . ...
He intended going to Cnnada il1 tbe
sp1oing, but SIIYs be would prefe1- to
stflY ill tbe u.s., ifbe CQuld be Sflfe. I
bave 'I/O doubt be would be pe1leetly
safe with you . ... it would be a
greflt [very long] wflY for bim to
walk, but 1Jot worse tbtl1l going to
Cannda. He Cffll be funlished with
the 71ames ofabolitionists 011 Wb0111 to
call upon the way. nnd I tbiuk 11I11y

reach Vermo1lt il1 safety.

A year later Charles, a young runaway, was
picked up from Rokeby and taken to Montpe-
lier by Chauncy L. Knapp, who was then the
VemlOl1t Secretary of State. Charles had es-
caped from his southern owner who was vaca-
tioning in Saracoga, New York.
In Reading, a woman named Aunt

Charlottie Tumble came to spend one nighl
with the Deniscn family. She never left. The
Denisens gave her land for a cabin. She W:1S :1

13



TilE UNDERGRO ND RAILROAD

....--_....--..." 1.1....D,. ....
r_",J I a-

GREAT
CONVENTION.

A postn· mUlofilldng uGREATMEETINGS to examine
the questiol1 ofAmentim SIJ1Very. " The mutil1gs took
place il1 July 1843 ill North Furisburgh. A11lQ11g the
speokn-s 11:0S Fredenck Dougloss, all escaped slnve himself,
1L'ho become 0 spokesmoll fO,· oil block poeple, slave ol1d
fiw.

Vermont. Delia Webster, who was from
Vergennes, ran a school for girls in KentucJ...y.
In 1844 she drove Lewis llayden and his family
to freedom in nearby Ohio. She was arrested
and convicted, but was pardoned. Lewis
Hayden visited her when she returned to
Vermont. lIe himself became very active in the
nderground Railroad.
After the Civil War started in 186 J. many

more slaves escaped. Some made their way to
Union camps. Thornton Jackson Kerry, horn ;1

slave in Virginia, is said to have made friends
with a young Vermont soldier. Later he ClIlle

i-

TilE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
e

skilled herbalist and a midwife.4 It
is said that no one was born or
buried in that area without Aunt
Charlottie being there.
There is no proof that any

slave catchers came to Vermont,
although there are many stories
about them. But slaves were al-
ways in danger of recapture. ot
everyone in Vennont believed that

slavery was wrong. Some people believed that
helping slaves to escape was the same as steal-
ing from their owners.

In 1844 Col. S. T. Bailey from Georgia was
visiting family members in ]-hrtford, Vennont.
One of his female slaves escaped. With the help
of a justice of the peacc, Bailcy found the house
where she was staying. lie tied her up and took
her back to Gcorbria.

Ilenry Adams escal>cd from New Orleans to
Boston by ship in 1847. From there he went
from safe house to safe house on his way to
Canada. In Vermont he stayed in Randolph,
Brookfield, Roxbury, and Northfield Farms. He
then got on a stagecoach to Montpelier, but he
never got there. a one knows what happened
to him.

Only one Vermonter was ever tried for
helping slaves escape, but it was not in

• An herbalist is someone who grows and collects herbs for
medicine. A midwife helps deljvcr babies.

J4 15



TilE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD

to Vermont. He settled in I\Torth Bennington,
where he married and became a farmer.
Most of what happened along the Under-

ground Railroad will never be known. There
are hidden rooms and closets in houses
throughout Vermont where slaves are said to
have stayed on their flight to freedom. But
because of the need for secrecy. we have no
proof. What we do know is that Vermont's
history is enriched by people who were born
in chains and risked everything to be free. And
by Vermonters in high places and low who
thought that slavery was evil and helped them.

Rooting Around

William John Anderson, Jr., who settled in
Shoreham, was another escaped slave who
met and made friends with a Vermont soldier
dunng the Civil War. You can read about him in
"Growing Apples in Vermont. H in the April
1997 issue of Historic Roots.

Rokeby, the home of the Robinsons, where
many escaped slaves stayed, is now a museum.
It is in Ferrisburgh on Route 7. Call 802·877·
3406 for directions and hours.

16



Norwich Female Abolition Society Record 
 
 
 
Sept. 26, 1844 
 
It was decided by the members of the Society that they would send the 
articles of clothing to Rev. H. H. Garnett a colored clergyman of Troy [New 
York], for the benefit of the fugitives that should call on him for help.  The 
value of the bundle was not estimated.  It was forwarded the first of 
December, the receipt of which was acknowledged by a letter from Mr. 
Garnett, dated Dec. 18, 1844. 
 
 The following is a copy. 
 
Dear Sir, Your letter of the 16 inst in behalf of Lady’s Society of your town 
has been received, together with the bundle of clothing.  The package was 
indeed timely, & is thankfully received, and shall be faithfully applied as you 
have directed.  We shall not have many cases this winter, but as soon as the 
navigation opens in the Spring, without any doubt the good ladies of 
Norwich will have the pleasure of making many a suffering one happy.  The 
very last one that came along, was a wretched man from N. Orleans.  The 
poor fellow found a great difference between the climate of Louisiana, and 
that of the Highlands of New York.  He was thinly clad, cold, and shivering.  
At first I thought he was an impostor.  But in a few minutes one of the female 
inmates of my family came in, and immediately recognized him.  His story 
was true.  She too was from New Orleans.  We fed, and clothed him, and 
now the man is doing well.  Sometimes we have been compelled to draw on 
our own wardrobes, which are never too well furnished.  The articles you 
sent are of the best selection.   
 
Yours, Henry H. Garnett 
 
 

 
 



 1861 Census, Chatham, Ontario, Canada

Number

Names of 
Inmates 
(residents)

Profession, 
Trade, or 
Occupations

Place of 
Birth Religion

Age 
next 

birthday Male Female
Married 
or Single Widower

Colored 
person, 
Mulatto or 
Indian

Attending 
School 
within the 
year

Persons over 
20 who 
cannot read 
or write

Bridk, 
Stone, 
Frame, 
Log 
House

No. of 
Stories 
of House

No. of 
families 
living in 
the 
house

22 Phillip Younger Gardner U States C Scotland 78 x m x x Frame 1.5 1
23 Mary Younger U States C Scotland 56 x m x x
24 Thomas Younger U States C Scotland 16 x s x x
25 Mary Younger U States C Scotland 18 s x
26 Isaiah Younger U States C Scotland 3 x s x
27 C Nellham Plasterer U States C Methodist 25 x s x
28 John Saunders Laborer U States Baptist 18 x s x
29 B Connor Laborer U States 20 x s x
30 Thornton Hawkins Laborer U States Other Methodist34 x m x
31 Mary Hawkins U States C Methodist 43 x m x
32 Maria Brown Seamstress U States Baptist 56 x x x
33 Florence Johnson U States Baptist 3 x s x
34 B Thingin Cook U States Baptist 46 x s x
35 Thackery Cabinetmaker U States Methodist 21 x s x Frame 2 1
36 Ann E Thackery Seamstress U States Methodist 20 c s





PHILIP YOUNGER 

        I served in slavery fifty-five years, and am now nearly seventy-two years old. I was born in Virginia, went, 
at ten, to Tennessee; at twelve, to Alabama: was, all the time, body servant of a military man.  

 I hired my time, and made some money. I bought my wife's freedom first, and sent her away. I got off by skill. 
I have children and grand children in slavery. 

        I had rather starve to death here, being a free man, than to have plenty in slavery. I cannot be a slave any 
more,--nobody could hold me as a slave now, except in irons. Old as I am, I would rather face the Russian fire, 
or die at the point of the sword, than go into slavery. 

        We are placed in different circumstances here--some drag along, without doing much,--some are doing 
well. I have a house; I have taken up fifty acres of land, and have made the payments as required; I have other 
property besides. Here is Henry Blue, worth twelve thousand dollars; Syddles, worth a fortune; Lucky, worth a 
very handsome fortune; Ramsay, a great deal of land and other property, at least twelve thousand dollars; all 
these were slaves at some time. And there are many others wealthy, through their own skill and industry. 

        Before I came here, I resided in the free States. I came here in consequence of the passage of the Fugitive 
Slave Bill. It was a hardship at first; but I feel better here--more like a man--I know I am--than in the States. I 
suffer from want of education. I manage by skill and experience and industry--but it is as if feeling my way in 
the dark. 

From, Benjamin Drew, A North-Side View of Slavery. The Refugee: or the Narratives of Fugitive Slaves in 
Canada. Related by Themselves, with an Account of the History and Condition of the Colored Population of 
Upper Canada:    https://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/drew/drew.html 

 

Questions to Consider: 

What was Philip Younger’s life like in the United States? 

 

How did he get to Canada? Did he come straight from enslavement to Canada? 

 

What are is his life like in Canada?  

 

How does he feel about being in Canada? 

 

 


