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The Turner Family: Encountering Implicit Bias

Overview

Slavery shaped the fundamental beliefs of white Americans about black people, race, and white supremacy.
Like everywhere, people in Vermont viewed (and still view) people of color with an implicit bias that is hard to
fully overcome. Black people were generally viewed as second-class citizens.

After the Civil War, Alec Turner found work in a mine in Maine. But in the spring of 1873 he left that job
because his young wife Sally required medical attention in Boston. While in Boston, Alec saw a newspaper ad
from a sawmill operation looking for woodchoppers, which turned out to be in Grafton, Vermont. He met with
the owner and was hired. When Alec arrived in Grafton in November 1873, followed by Sally and three young
children in June 1874, they were at first received somewhat uneasily by townspeople.

The sources in this lesson illustrate the implicit biases held by white people in Grafton, and demonstrate how
they impacted Daisy Turner’s life. Students will first define implicit bias, then look at the 1870 Grafton census
and a newspaper brief announcing the arrival of a group of African American woodchoppers in town in 1873 to
assess why the ladies of Grafton might have been “alarmed” by their presence. Then students will read or
listen to the story Daisy and the Doll and write about how Daisy Turner experienced the shame of being
stereotyped but also drew strength from her own inner sense of dignity and self-worth.

Grade Level

Middle-High School

Enduring Understanding

Systemic racism is a foundation of American society. Throughout history Black Vermonters have faced bias
and discrimination, and this is still true today.

Topic(s)

Implicit bias

Compelling Question(s)

How does the Turner family story reveal the workings of implicit bias toward African Americans?

Historical Thinking Skills

Primary Source Analysis; Synthesizing Sources

Summative Task
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After examining the primary sources and reading the story Daisy and the Doll, write a brief essay that defines
implicit bias and explains how and why the Turner family experienced implicit bias in Grafton, Vermont.

Outline
Activating Prior Knowledge/Building Historical Context: Formative Assessment
Review the Turner Family Timeline, paying particular attention to the post Civil War
sections.

As a class, watch the short video Peanut Butter, Jelly, and Racism. Discuss, in groups or
as a class: What is implicit bias? Where does it come from? Who is susceptible to it?

Class discussion

Investigation of Primary Sources
As a class look at the 1870 census for Grafton (with worksheet) and notice the numbers of
white and black people living in the town.

Then read out loud the 1873 article from the Vermont Phoenix announcing the arrival of
Alec Turner and a group of African American woodchoppers in Grafton. Conduct a close
read of the article, noting with the students the race of the woodchoppers. Consider the
language used to describe how they came to town. What words are associated with the
word "march."  Could that word be considered to be a biased description? Why or why not?

Discuss why the ladies of Grafton might have been “alarmed” by their presence. How was
this reaction an example of stereotyping and implicit bias?

Close read; class
discussion

Examine the Grafton District School #11 photograph (with worksheet). Help students
understand that this was a one-room schoolhouse with multiple grades.

Find Daisy and the Doll in your library or watch this read-aloud video of the story Daisy and
the Doll and use the discussion questions as prompts for a full class discussion. Conclude
the discussion by focusing on how Daisy and her father responded to the incident with
dignity and strength.

Close read; summarizing;
interpretation

Summative Assessment Summative Assessment
After examining the primary sources and reading the story Daisy and the Doll, write a brief
essay that defines implicit bias and explains how and why the Turner family experienced
implicit bias in Grafton, Vermont. Conclude the lesson with an emphasis on how Daisy
responded to the incident at school.

https://www.flowofhistory.org/turner-family-timeline/
https://www.nytimes.com/video/us/100000004818663/peanut-butter-jelly-and-racism.html
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Grafton-Census-Worksheet-and-Document.pdf
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/VT-Phoenix-1873-facsimile.jpg
https://www.flowofhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Grafton-District-School-11-Visual-Thinking.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydc7u1YELmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ydc7u1YELmM
https://www.flowofhistory.org/daisy-and-the-doll-discussion-questions/


 

 
 

Worksheet 
1850, 1860, 1870 Population Census for Vermont Towns  
 
Every ten years the United States government conducts a census (or count) of the population. 
This is a page from the Vermont report in town populations in 1850, 1860, and 1870s. 
 
1. Look at the columns.  What categories of people are being reported in each decade? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  How do the categories change from 1850 to 1870?  What changes occurred in the United 

States during those years that might make the government want to include new categories? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Find Grafton in Windham County.  Create a graph to help you visualize the changes over 

time.  What do you notice? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Write a paragraph describing the population of Grafton from 1850 – 1870. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Compare Grafton to Brattleboro. What differences can you see? 
 
 
 
	  



 

 
 

1850, 1860, 1870 Population Census for Vermont Towns 



Grafton Notice 
Vermont Phoenix, 1873 



 
 

 
 
Worksheet 
Grafton District School # 11, 1890 
 
1. Why do you think this is “School number 11?”  If you guess that was because there were at least 11 schools in Grafton in 1890, you are right!  

Every neighborhood had its own school.   
 
 
 
2. Look carefully at the photograph.  Can you find the teacher? 
 
 
 
3.  How many students are in this photograph?  __________________   

 
 
 

4. Do you think they are all the same age? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
5. How many girls do you see?  How many boys? 

 
 
 
 

6. What else do you notice about the students?  If you noticed that there are both Black and White students, perhaps you might wonder if one of the 
students was Daisy Turner.  She is sitting next to her sister Susie, the second girl in the front row. Susie’s twin brother Willie is standing in the 
back next to the teacher.   
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 



Daisy and the Doll—Discussion Questions 
 
 
1.What was the end-of-the-year activity that is described in the story? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Why was Daisy Turner angry about being given a black doll to hold during her recitation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Why was Daisy angry about the poem the teacher wrote for her to recite? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. What awakening did Daisy have from talking about Miss Clark’s poem with her father Alec 
(Papu)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What happened at the recitation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How did Daisy take the bias implicit in Miss Clark giving her a black doll and turn it into a 
strength for herself? 

 

  


