Document 2: The New England Prospect, 1634

The New England Prospect, by William Wood was originally published in London in
1634. This was the first book to provide reliable first hand information on British
America for prospective colonists. Particular attention is paid to Native culture and the
environment.

taile behinde. In the Winter time the more aged of them
weare leather drawers, in forme like /¢ troufes, faftned
under their girdle with buttons; they weare fhooes like-
wife of their owne making cut out of a Moofes hide, many
of them weare skinnes about them, in forme of an Zrik
mantle, and of thefe fome be Beares skinnes, Moofes
skinnes, and Beaver skinnes fewed together, Otter skinnes,
and Rackoone skinnes; moft of them in the Winter
having his deepe furr’d Cat skinne, like a long large muffe,
which hee fhifts to that arme which liecth moft expofed to
the winde; thus clad, hee bufles better through a world
of cold in a froft-paved wildernefle, than the furred Citizen
in his warmer Stoave. If their fancie drive them to trade,
they choofe rather a good courfe blanket, thorough which
they cannot fee, interpofing it betweene the funne and
them; or a piece of broade cloth, which they ufe for a
double end, making it a coate by day, and a covering by
night; they love not to be imprifoned in our ZEuglifk
fathion : they love their owne dogge-fafthion better (of
fhaking their eares, and being ready in a moment) than to
fpend time in drefling them, though they may as well
{pare it as any men I know, having little elfe to doe. But
the chiefe reafons they render why they will not comforme
to our Englyk apparell, are, becaufe their women cannot
wafh them when they bee foyled, and their meanes will not
reach to buy new when they have done with their old;
and they confidently beleeve, the Englie will not be fo
liberall as to furnith them upon gifture: therefore they
had rather goe naked than be loufie, and bring their
bodies out of their old tune, making them more tender
by a new acquired habit, which poverty would conftraine
them to leave: although they be thus poore, yet is there
in them the fparkes of naturall pride, which appeares in
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Document 2: The New England Prospect. Questions
Descriptive Question:

1. Based on Wood’s description, what did the Indians wear in winter?

Interpretive Question:
2. How would you describe Wood’s description of the Indians?

Admiring? Condescending? Arrogant? Sympathetic? Bewildered?

Analytical Question:

3. What makes you say this? How does he explain why they dress the way they do?



