
Using Census Data

Historical discoveries often occur through intensive investigation of primary sources.  We will be examining census data to find out about the immigrant populations of the 19th and early 20th centuries in Claremont.

Students will work with one of the census reports collected between the years 1830 and 1930.  There’s plenty of information to be found from these reports, but specifically, we’ll be looking at immigration, employment and residency.  

Procedure: 

Step I Examining Pages from the Census
1) What types of information can we gather from the report?

2) Locate the column that identifies place of birth.    

3) Locate the column that identifies occupation.  Make a list of occupations that we might use as keywords for use on the internet search site.

Step II Online database search
1) Go to Ancestry.com and sign in (see board)

2) Scroll down to the Census Records and choose your decade

3) On the search screen, fill in the state, county, township information.  Under Birthplace, write the name of one foreign-born group.  Click Search.  

4) On the next screen in the top right-hand corner, the total number of people in Claremont born in that country.  Write this information on the top of the data sheet.  

5) Choose 16 people at random from the group to further research. Look at the information by clicking on the icon on the right-hand column.  Refer to the data sheets.  Do not choose people as they are listed on the webpage. Mix it up!

6) As you examine the census reports, continue to build a list of occupation keywords

Step III Nationality Graph

1) Using the total number information, fill in the graph for each ethnic group.  Remember to use the color code and order.

2) Once all the data is displayed, write down the trends you see.  What generalizations can we make about growth and diversity in Claremont?  Based on your best guess, how much of the total population increase in Claremont during the years examined can be attributed to foreign-born? 

Step IV: Thematic Map

1.  Once you have collected the data, identify where people lived in Claremont using the dots and the following color-codes to locate on your map

Red- Irish






Orange- Russian 

Yellow- French Canadian




Brown- Italian

Blue- Polish






Green- English

Black- Other

2.  Using the same color-code, place a dot under the correct employer/manufacturer on the chart.

3.   Look up 5 names from your census data in a current phone book.  Do any of the same families live in the same area?  List the family names that continue to live in the same neighborhoods.

4.  Brainstorm:  What does this data tell us about how industry influences city growth?   

Step V:  Analyzing the Results
Write a 1 to 3 page summary and analysis of the results.  Use the following questions to guide your analysis.

1. After examining the maps, what generalizations can you make about immigration and city growth?  

2. How does industrialization fit into this picture?

3. How has immigration influenced the towns’ view of itself?  Has the immigrant community made Claremont different from surrounding towns?

Step VI:  Extension

Brainstorm with classmates how we could use this data in the final project.  Would the raw data or the maps be worth reproducing?  Would a history of one ethnic group be interesting?  Should we share this information with townspeople in some form?  
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